Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 10th international conference of the Romanian Regional
Science Association and also to get this opportunity to address you all and to give you a view from
the perspective of regional development.

As you all know, since its origins and up to the present, the European Union Cohesion Policy has
been reformulated and reshaped continuously, in order to be adapted to the enlargement process, to
the conjuncture factors of the different stages of European and international development, but also to
react to the more and more significant phenomenon of globalization.

The successive enlargements of the Union imposed that the role and regulations of this policy to be
re-formulated, and sometimes the initial purposes of this policy to be re-analyzed and completed.
The options referring to regional policy most suitable objectives were largely debated, the last years
trade off being focused on efficient economic growth versus reducing regional disparities.

Initially thought, almost exclusively, as a policy supporting the infrastructural endowments in the
poorer member states and regions, in order to ensure a balanced development of the European
Union, the regional policy became, gradually, a policy supporting the regions with development
potential, which can face the international competitiveness, in the framework of globalization.

In a global context that is currently facing the need to accelerate economic restructuring,
liberalization of international trade, technological revolution, society and knowledge economy /
information, an ageing population and increasing migration, the regional policy brings an important
contribution to the European objectives by stimulating competitiveness and mitigate the social
effects of economic restructuring ensuring the possibility of participation of all regions and social
groups to overall economic development.

Therefore, the new regulations for the programming period 2014 - 2020 and the dynamics of the
cohesion policy objectives, as well, capture the transformation of regional policy gravity center —
from reducing disparities within the EU to boosting competitiveness. Conceived initially as a policy
dedicated to socio-economic cohesion among EU regions, regional policy must adapt in present days
to two different challenges, both requiring urgent action: on one side, the need to cope with
competitive pressures that EU must face at global stage and on the other side, to respond to the
internal challenges of the Union, which refers to convergence between EU Member States and
regions by reducing social and economic disparities.

Having in mind the current context, where the rate of technological progress is unprecedented,
global economic integration is rapidly expanding, issues like climate change and migration are
affecting the development, it is a pleasure to remark that the main topics proposed for the 10th
international conference of the Romanian Regional Science Association are so actual.

Moreover, your participation in this conference in such configuration and numbers is testimony to
the fact that you acknowledge the importance of Romanian Regional Science Association’s work.

I hope the debates that will take place these days will highlight possible solutions to some of the
challenges specific to regional development and | wish you enjoyable and productive days of
discussions.
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